Name: Rafat Al Jassim

Email: r.aljassim@uag.edu.au

Phone: + 61 754601521 (office)

% / Phone: + 61 401640841 (mobile)

Senior Lecturer, School of Agriculture and Food Sciences, Faculty of Science, The
University of Queensland, Gatton Campus QLD 4343, Australia. My research
programs on camels focus on the microbial ecology of the foregut and the hindgut of
the Arabian camel (Camelus dromedarius) with a view to selecting high efficiency
lactate utilising bacteria and fibre degrading bacteria and fungi of commercial
benefits. Identification and characterisation of the predominant lactic acid producing
and utilising bacteria were carried out during the 2005-2008. Recent work in our
laboratory during 2008-2009 led to the completion of the 16S rDNA library of the
camel’s foregut bacterial population. The bacterial diversity of fibre degrading
bacteria and the effect of fibre source were also established during this year. In 2010
we started another project investigating the benefits of co-grazing camels with cattle
in the tropics. Results up to date are showing some benefits to cattle.
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